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2025 Critical Details on National Camping School Participation 

Course site: Camp James Ray     Course Director:  Jennifer Anderson 
2026 Mill Creek Rd  Email:  jander0526@gmail.com  
Pottsboro, TX 75076        Host Liaison: Laura Baxter 
Phone: (903) 786-2591 Email:  Laura.Baxter@scouting.org    

Phone: (903)286-2856       

Course Description: 

Day Camp Administration National Camping School.  This year’s theme is Invention Convention. 

Dates: March 8 & 9, 2025 

Course times: 8:00 a.m. Saturday through approx. 2:00 p.m. Sunday 

Prerequisites: 

• Online NCS course
• In-person Council led NCS course
• Scouting America Current Registration
• Youth Protection Training
• Cub Scout Leader Position Specific training.

Weather: 

Early arrivals: 

Temperatures average a low of 47 and high of 65 during early March.  While we will be inside 
most of the weekend, we will also have some outdoor activities. Please check the forecast 
and be prepared accordingly. You will want to bring rain gear as well. 

Friday arrival is available for an additional fee of $55.00.  Arrival is available between 7:00 p.m. 
and 10:00 p.m.  Please note there are no scheduled activities or meals provided Friday evening. 
Breakfast will be provided Saturday morning.   

The early arrival fee is handled through your local council. You may or may not be expected to 
cover it personally. 

What to Bring to Camp: 

• Proof of BSA registration & prerequisite training courses (Youth Protection Training, Cub Scout Leader
Position Specific Training, Camp School Online Training, and Council-led Camp School Training).

• Your completed Scouting America health form (parts A and B).
• Samples of your council’s day camp/resident camp promotional materials, staff manuals, or other camp

literature, registration forms, schedules, etc., for display or giveaway. Make copies for at least 20
participants (no copying services are available at camp) or share a link to a downloadable drive.

• Interesting crafts or activity ideas to share.
• Your camp T-shirt—there will be an opportunity for everyone to wear theirs.
• Notepad and pencil or pen. A participant binder and learning materials will be provided.

mailto:jander0526@gmail.com
mailto:Laura.Baxter@scouting.org
https://my.scouting.org/
https://my.scouting.org/
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/ahmr/
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Housing: 
• Dorm style indoor housing is provided with heat and a/c (you may need both this time of year!). 
• Bring your own pillow, bedding, towels and toiletries 
• Beds are twin size bunks with mattresses 
• Be prepared to have a roommate 

 
Personal Gear: 
• Official complete Scouting America uniform. We will wear the Field uniform, the official Scout uniform, on 

Saturday morning and Sunday morning. You may wear any Day Camp T-shirt/Sweatshirt or Scout activity 
uniform at other times. 

• Suitable outerwear and raingear- reminder to check the weather forecast as temperatures this time of year in 
North Texas can vary greatly! 

 
What to Expect and What Is Expected: 
• Arrive rested. Be prepared for concentration, participation, and fun! Days last from early morning to late at 

night. 
• You must arrive no later than 8:00 a.m. on the first day and attend all sessions through the last day to be 

certified. 
• To focus on the learning, please leave the distractions of life behind: family, children, pets, job, etc. 
• Accommodations are limited to registered participants only. 
• Please understand that if you receive the names and contact information for other participants or for staff, 

you may not contact them for commercial purposes unless you receive their expressed permission to do so. 
• No alcohol or drugs are permitted on camp property. 
• Smoking and vaping are prohibited inside camp buildings. 

 
 
Want National Camp School Specialty items? Visit the NCS Online Trading Post at BSA National Supply. 
 
You can preview and purchase specialty National Camp School items (shirts, sweatshirts, and more!) to be sent 
directly to your home. 
 
 
We look forward to hosting you for your upcoming National Camp School Day Camp 
Administration Course.  Please feel free to reach out if you have any additional questions 
or concerns! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jennifer Anderson 
Laura Baxter 
 
 

https://www.scoutshop.org/shop-by-scout/special-collections/national-camp-school.html
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1/13/24, 2:58 PM Dallas, TX to Camp James Ray - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Dallas,+TX/Camp+James+Ray,+2026+Mill+Creek+Rd,+Pottsboro,+TX+75076/@33.2938454,-97.3696018,9z/am=t/… 1/2

Map data ©2024 Google 10 mi 

 This route has tolls.Dallas

Texas

Follow Dallas North Tollway N to S Dallas Pkwy in Prosper

1. Head east toward Browder St

2. Turn right onto Browder St

3. Turn right onto Canton St

4. Use the left 2 lanes to turn left onto the I-35E N
ramp

5. Keep right at the fork to continue toward I-35E

6. Keep left and merge onto I-35E

7. Take exit 429B toward Dallas North Tollway N

34 min (33.9 mi)

299 ft

233 ft

0.1 mi

0.5 mi

427 ft

1.0 mi

0.6 mi

Drive 82.8 miles, 1 hr 32 minDallas, Texas to Camp James Ray, 2026 Mill
Creek Rd, Pottsboro, TX 75076



1/13/24, 2:58 PM Dallas, TX to Camp James Ray - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Dallas,+TX/Camp+James+Ray,+2026+Mill+Creek+Rd,+Pottsboro,+TX+75076/@33.2938454,-97.3696018,9z/am=t/… 2/2

8. Keep right at the fork to continue toward Dallas
North Tollway N

 Toll road

9. Continue onto Dallas North Tollway N
 Toll road

Continue on S Dallas Pkwy to Celina

10. Merge onto S Dallas Pkwy

11. Continue straight onto N Dallas Pkwy

12. Turn right onto W Outer Loop

13. Turn left onto TX-289 N

Continue on FM 120 W. Drive to Mill Creek Rd

14. Turn left onto FM 120 W

15. Continue onto Cooks Corner Rd

16. Turn left onto Locust Rd

17. Turn right onto Mill Creek Rd

0.8 mi

30.6 mi

10 min (6.4 mi)

0.6 mi

4.1 mi

1.7 mi

35 min (33.8 mi)

12 min (8.6 mi)

4.1 mi

0.9 mi

1.6 mi

2.0 mi



1/13/24, 3:02 PM Houston, Texas to Camp James Ray - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Houston,+Texas/Camp+James+Ray,+2026+Mill+Creek+Rd,+Pottsboro,+TX+75076/@31.7638135,-98.8831212,7z/… 1/2

Map data ©2024 Google, INEGI 50 mi 

Houston

Texas

Get on I-45 N

1. Head northeast on Bagby St

2. Turn left onto Walker St

3. Use the left 2 lanes to merge onto I-45 N via the
ramp to Dallas

Continue on I-45 N to Howe. Take exit 54 from US-75 N

4. Merge onto I-45 N

5. Keep left to continue on I-345, follow signs for 75
N N/McKinney

6. Continue onto US-75 N
 Parts of this road may be closed at certain times or

days

55 sec (0.3 mi)

141 ft

243 ft

0.2 mi

4 hr 13 min (293 mi)

237 mi

1.9 mi

17.1 mi

Drive 325 miles, 4 hr 43 minHouston, Texas to Camp James Ray, 2026 Mill
Creek Rd, Pottsboro, TX 75076



1/13/24, 3:02 PM Houston, Texas to Camp James Ray - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Houston,+Texas/Camp+James+Ray,+2026+Mill+Creek+Rd,+Pottsboro,+TX+75076/@31.7638135,-98.8831212,7z/… 2/2

7. Keep left to stay on US-75 N

8. Take exit 54 toward TX-5/Farm to Market Rd 902

Take FM 902 W, TX-289 N and FM 120 W to Mill Creek Rd

9. Merge onto N Collins Fwy

10. Turn left onto TX-5 N

11. Turn left onto FM 902 W/TX-5 S
 Continue to follow FM 902 W

12. Turn right onto TX-289 N/Preston Rd
 Continue to follow TX-289 N

13. Turn left onto FM 120 W

14. Continue onto Cooks Corner Rd

15. Turn left onto Locust Rd

16. Turn right onto Mill Creek Rd

Camp James Ray

2026 Mill Creek Rd, Pottsboro, TX 75076

36.7 mi

0.2 mi

35 min (31.3 mi)

0.2 mi

351 ft

6.0 mi

16.4 mi

4.1 mi

0.9 mi

1.6 mi

2.0 mi




